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PASADENA CONFERENCE 



Judge Rochester of Seattle spoke of the 
tremendous improvement that had been 
made in the service of the Seattle public 
library since the library has been exempted 
from municipal civil service. Mr. Legler 



told of the eflBciency records in the Chicago 
public library and was quite positive in the 
good results that were coming from the 
use of these. The meeting was not large, 
but full of interest. 



PUBLIC DOCUMENTS ROUND TABLE 



The Public Documents Round Table was 
called to order by George S. Godard, state 
librarian of Connecticut, chairman of the 
Committee on public documents, at 8:35 
p. m., Friday, May 19, in the private din- 
ing-room of the Hotel Maryland. Samuel 
H. Ranck, librarian of the Grand Rapids 
public library, also a member of the Com- 
mittee on public documents, was chosen 
secretary. 

The prevailing interest in public docu- 
ments was made very evident by the large 
number of librarians present. 

The secretary read a letter from the Su- 
perintendent of Documents, Mr. August 
Donath, expressing his regret at not being 
able to be present to participate in the 
proceedings, as he believed it would bet- 
ter serve the interests of the office of Su- 
perintendent of Documents and the libra- 
ries in whose behalf this office was origi- 
nally created If this representative of the 
government could meet with the librarians 
and talk over the needs and hopes of the 
library world. 

As Mr. Donath's paper concerning the 
Public Documents situation from the stand- 
point of the Superintendent of Documents, 
with accompanying suggestions, had not 
been received, the attention of the meet- 
ing was devoted to some of the letters 
which have been received by the com- 
mittee and the questions asked by those 
present. 

The first letter read was from Mr. Ernest 
Bruncken, assistant register of copyrights 
and a member of the Committee on public 
documents, who was unable to be present. 
In this letter Mr. Bruncken repeated his 
suggestions made at the Public Documents 
Round Table at Mackinac Island, viz.: 



That provision should be made whereby the 
Superintendent of Documents can issue a 
bulletin daily, or at least three times a 
week, showing all the new publications of 
the departments of government, especially 
during a session of Congress, which bulle- 
tin would be promptly and regularly sent 
to the larger libraries in order that libra- 
rians may know what has been officially 
published and endeavor to secure such as 
they require either from the Superinten- 
dent of Documents or through their rep- 
resentatives in Congress. Such a list 
would enable our librarians to secure 
needed documents very shortly after men- 
tion had been made of them in the daily 
press. The publication of such a list is 
very much needed and would without 
doubt do much in simplifying the whole 
document question. 

On motion of Mr. J. M. Hitt, state libra- 
rian of Washington, which was discussed 
by Mrs. H. P. Davison, librarian of the San 
Diego public library and by Mr. Ellas J. 
Lien, state librarian of Minnesota, the rec- 
ommendation of Mr. Bruncken was en- 
dorsed by the meeting unanimously. 

The Committee on public documents 
summarized this recommendation and the 
debate on the same in the following reso- 
lution, which it reported to the council, 
where it was adopted. 

As many librarians are seriously handi- 
capped in their reference work through lack 
of definite information as to what publica- 
tions have been issued by the several de- 
partments at Washington, until the receipt 
of tJie Monthly catalogue of government 
publications, which is not published until 
several weeks after the period covered by 
each issue, 
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RESOLVED, that the Superintendent of 
Documents be respectfully urged to pub- 
lish. If possible, a daily or weekly check- 
list of all such government publications 
issued by the several departments at Wash- 
ington. Through such a check-list libra- 
rians will be informed concerning the 
many documents and reports now called 
for, having been mentioned in the daily 
press. We believe that this early infor- 
mation should be regularly supplied to de- 
pository libraries also. 

The secretary then read a letter from 
Mr. J. David Thompson, chief of the Divi- 
sion of documents in the Library of Con- 
gress, another member of the Committee 
on public documents, expressing his regret 
that he was unable to be present at the 
meeting. Mr. Thompson called attention 
to the fact that the Monthly list of state 
publications with its several subject in- 
dexes had involved a great deal more labor 
than was anticipated, as several of the 
states have been rendering but very little 
assistance. Mr. Thompson stated that al- 
though this Monthly list is now well 
started, largely through his constant per- 
sonal attention, its continuance is likely to 
depend on the extent to which state libra- 
rians assist the Library of Congress by 
seeing that the Library of Congress re- 
ceives all of the material issued by their 
respective state governments. This closer 
co-operation by the states is all the more 
necessary now that the preparation of the 
Monthly list must soon become a part of 
the routine work of the office. 

On motion of Mr. Adam J. Strohm, libra- 
rian of the public library, Trenton, N. J., 
it was voted unanimously that we express 
our appreciation to the Librarian of Con- 
gress and the chief of Division of docu- 
ments for the preparation and publication 
of the Monthly list of state publications 
and that we express the hope that the sev- 
eral states will send their documents 
promptly to the Librarian of Congress so 
that all the official documents issued by 
each state will be promptly included in 
the Monthly list of state publications, and 
also in order that the necessary Ivibrary of 



Congress cards can be made directly from 
the documents themselves. 

A roll-call by states was taken in which 
it was shown that a large number of states 
were represented. In every case the per- 
son answering from a state promised to do 
his utmost to assist in making the Monthly 
list of state publications as complete as 
possible so far as his particular state was 
concerned. 

The last letter read by the secretary was 
from Mr. Lawrence J. Burpee, librarian of 
the Carnegie library, Ottawa, Canada, in 
which he proposed and advocated an ex- 
tension of the distribution of United States 
public documents so as to include various 
libraries in the Dominion, and the exten- 
sion of the distribution of Canadian public 
documents so as to include various libra- 
ries in the United States. 

On motion of Mr. Hitt, of Washington, 
it was unanimously voted to endorse the 
following resolution, which was later 
adopted by the Council. 

At a time when the advantages of reci- 
procity in trade have been recognized by 
the United States and Canada, it is appro- 
priate that steps should be taken to bring 
about something in the nature of reci- 
procity in public documents, as the Gov- 
ernment of the United States issues an- 
nually a large number of public documents 
that would be of service to Canadian pub- 
lic libraries; and similarly the Government 
of the Dominion of Canada issues many 
publications that would be of value in the 
United States: 

RESOLVED, that representations be 
made to the two governments looking to- 
ward the adoption of some plan by which 
the Superintendent of Documents at Wash- 
ington, or some other official, could be 
made an agent for the distribution of Ca- 
nadian public documents to American li- 
braries, and the King's Printer at Ottawa 
an agent for the distribution of United 
States public documents to Canadian libra- 
ries. 

Adjourned. 



